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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I LITTLE expected, at the time 
of delivering the following ſentences, 
that they would ever have appeared 
in print—and I confeſs, I tremble _ 
for the event. 


The good-nature of an Audience 


will be often pleated with what, 


locked up in their cloſet, in mature 
Conſideration, might meet with their 


cenſure I have, however, to plead 
as my apology, that this publication 
proceeds from no vanity of mine. 


Some Friends firſt deſired it, to 
whom I excuſed myſelf; but I have 
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ſince been importuned by many 


Gentlemen, to whom I was entirely 


unknown. Their ſolicitations obliged 


me to recur to my notes, and I have 


been able to give it, in nearly the 
{ſame words, as it was delivered. 


Every perſon, who was preſent, 


muſt have ſeen I was warm in the 


cauſe ; and though upon the whole 
I may have been wrong, yet the 
ſentiments now offered to the public, 
and then delivered, if not proceeding 
from ſound judgment, were at leaſt 
the effuſions of an honeſt heart, 
beating with- a jealous ardor for the 
welfare of my county. 


London, 1 275 1779. M. C. WALKER. 
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5 MR. PRESIDENT, | 5 
STRANGER i in your country, 
and wholly unacquainted. with 
your Method of Debate, I ſhould not 
preſume offering my Sentiments, in 
this reſpectable Aſſembly, on any 


other Queſtion, but that at preſent 
before you. 


As. But 


2 


„ 
But Sir, an IRISHMAN MYSELF, 
GLORYING IN MY COUNTRY, 
and JEALOUS for her RIGHTS, and 
allied to THIS nation in Allegiance 
and Affection, I ſhould think myſelf 
highly criminal, did I ſuffer a mea- 
ſure to paſs /#6 /ilent1o, which, if 
carried into Execution, muſt bring 
inevitable Ruin upon both . 


n 
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ſhall not be able to follow the wor- 


thy Gentleman *, who has opened 
the Debate, by pointing out the par- 


ticular Diſadvantages that would ac- 


crue to the Trade of Ireland, more 


than to that of Scotland, by an 
Union; but I ſhall taxe up the 
Queſtion in a Conſtitutional Light, 


and deliver my opinion at Marge upon 


the *** 


* Aldermas Wooldr idge, 


Having, 
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Having, Sir, nothing but the Wel⸗ 
fare of my Country at Heart, I can- 
not wifh to deceive; and if, Sir, the 
Ideas I have formed, reſpecting an 
Union, are wrong, Gentlemen will 
be able to convince me of their De- 
fects; and I truſt, the Virtue of my 
Intention will excuſe my Error of 

Jann 
I look upon an Union, Sir, be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, as 
Highly injurious to the latter King- 
dom, becauſe, Ireland can never be 
 CONSTITUTIONALLY REPRE— 
SEN TED in an Engliſh Parliament. 
Becauſe, it muſt deſtroy her DIG- 
NITY as a Nation ; and, 
Becauſe, Sir, ſuch a meaſure can 
never be the deſire of any Miniſter 
who does not wiſh to EN SLAVE 
that Kingdom. 
I look, Sir, upon an Union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, as 
1 wan 
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injurious to Great Britain, becauſe 
it would nerve the Arm of the Mi- 
niſter, and enable him to FRſlave 
THIS Country alſo—And ' ; . -; 
_ IT look upon an Union between 
Great Britain and Ireland extremely 
injurious, at this particular Criſis, 
to both Kingdoms, becauſe it might 
alarm your Fellow-ſubjects in Hi- 
bernia, it might rouſe them to Re- 
bellion, and plunge the Sword of 
War, once more into a Brother's 
Breaſt. 5 
Firſt, Sir, Ireland can never be 
conflitutionally repreſented in an 

Engliſh Parliament. 
Many are the Diſadvantages which 
muſt ariſe from ſuch a Repreſenta- 

tion. 5 | 

The Repreſentatives, Sir, ſo far 
removed from their Conſtituents, 
conſtantly reſiding here, es 

and ſettling : among Engliſh tamilies, 

would, 
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would, in 2 great Meaſure, loſe their | 
Affection for their native Land; 
while the Conſtituents themſelves, 
ſo diſtant from the Senate, would 
fail in their Spirit, would grow ' 
careleſs of that Liberty, which they: 
would find it impoſſible to protect, 

and would in a little Time dwindle 
into an abject State of Slavery. , 9d. 
As the Parliament at preſęntſtands, 
the Conſtituents have a frequent 
Opportunity of adviſing with their 
Members, for the National Benefit; 
and though, Sir, 1 entirely agree 
with Sir William Blackſtone, that a 
Repreſentative in Parliament is not 
bound to obey the advice of his Con- 
ſtituents, yet, ſure it muſt have 
great Weight with any unprejudiced 
Man, in removing ſuch Doubts as 
may ariſe, and directing his Judge- 
ment in matters which of himſelf 
he could not rightly underſtand 
| ä but 
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but this Advantage, ſhould an Union 
take place, muſt fall to the Ground; 


the Diſtance between the Repreſen- 


tative and the Repreſented, would 
almoft render it impoſſible for them 


to conſult together. Thus, Matters, 
deſtructive to Ireland, might be car- 
ried by Surprize; while others, of 


the greateſt Advantage, might be 


poſtponed, until the Delay ſhould 
render them of no Effect. 5 
- Beſides, Sir, to become an Iriſh 


Repreſentative, in an Engliſh Par- 
liament, muſt be attended with 


heavy Expence; and Gentlemen, 
who fpend a great deal of Money 
to obtain a Seat in that Aſſembly, 
are often willing to reimburſe them- 
ſelves by ſome /ucrative Place, or 

ponderous Penſion, thereby binding 
| themſelves to ſupport every Mea- 
ſure of an Adminiſtration, however 


corrupt, | 


9 


9 


corrupt, and bartering the Ptivi- 


ledges of the n wan en 
ill- acquired Gold. ld 


Beſides, Sir, na Wn 


Diſadvantage which would ariſe 


from the Iriſn Parhament being 
holden in England, is, that Practi 
tioners of the Law muſt be utterly 
excluded, as it would be impoffible 


for them to attend their Duty at 
Weſtminſter, and the Courts in 


Dublin; and they muſt either drop 


their Profeſſion, - thereby injuring 


the Kingdom, by depriving ie of 
their Abilities. to defend its Rights 
and Properties, or leave the Pauli- 
ment in pretty much a fimilar Si- 
tuation as that afftmblec it the 


cauſe no Lawyers Were" admitted; 


received the ignominidus Title of 


Parliamentum indocrum, a Name by 
which it has ever ſince been diſ- 


: tinguiſhed. 


Ireland, 
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| lane, Sir, to be een 
free, ought to be DULY: and PO- 
_ TENTLY repreſented. EN 
lt ought, Sir, to be Dub Hwepre- 
ſented; eſtated Gentlemen ſhould be 
choſen by the different Counties; in 
order to Watch over, and protect the 
landed Property of the Kingdom; 
and Citizens and Merchants by the 
Cities and Trading Towns, to regu- 
late and 3 _— n 6 
the Nation 1 
Now, Sir, is it _ 1 Cs; 
that Merchants, and Men in Buſi- 
neſs, will be induced, for the Sake 
of ſitting in the Engliſh: Parliament, 
where they can have: but little 
Weight, to deſert their own: King- 
dom, to leave the Management of 
their Affairs to Clerks, who often 
take Advantage of their Maſter's 
Abſence to enrich themſelves by 
571 Plunder! ? 


T as J 

Plunder? and thus, for the vain De- 
fire of an inſignificant Ay, or fruit- 
leſs No, leave their Homes, their 
Families, and their Buſineſs, to find 
perhaps on their return their Sub- 
ſanceembezzled, and a Commiſſion 
of Bankruptcy awarded againſt 
them ? EL. 1 
3 Merchants, Sir, and Traderiy 
are by any Means prevented from 
their Seats in the Senate, that King- 
dom can never be DULY, conſe- 
quently mut be UNCON STITU TI. 
ONALLX repreſented. = 

From hence, Sir, it muſt appear 
evident to every impartial Man, 
| ſhould an Union take place, Ireland 
muſt be deprived of two of the moſt 
uſeful Claſſes of her Repreſenta- 
tives, her Traders, and her Law- 
yers, che n Bulwarks of her 

Liberty. 


The 


— 


— ——_ * 


5 — — 2 — 
- * * 8 
0 — — ů < 
— S — >=. — "wa —_— —_ _— 
—— 
—ͤ — ¾— 
— — — Z — — = 
= „ — _ * 


_ —_— — 
—— — As * 5 


— Uö—ü—4 — 
— 


1 = 7 
I be Neceſity of Traders in Par- 
lament, Sir, was fo evident to our 
Anceſtors, that Tenants in Burgh, 


or Merchant Towns, were, after 


being indulged with many Privi- 
ledges, at length admitted into the 
great Council of the Nation; and 
with reſpect to the Lawyers, I ſhall 
only add, Sir, that to n our Con- 
ftitution is to admire it; and Men 


who have been obliged by Ne- 


ceflity, as well as prompted by In- 
chnation, to examine into its Foun- 
dation and regular Progreſs, muſt 
naturally be urged to protect what 


1 is impaffible for them not to e- 
gard; and, hence it is, Sir, that 


Lawyers (ſome few excepted, who 
have been led away by the dazzling 


_ Splendor of Court Employment,) 
have ever been the moſt ſtedfaſt 


Advocates for the Preſervation of 
„ Lr 


5 „ 
LIBERTY and the Glory of the 
CONSTITUTION 

But, Sir, Iretand to be free, muſt 


not only be duly, but POTENTLY 
repreſented. | 


Unleſs, Sir, the Renraſanainl 


have a Power to reject any Meaſure, 
which they may deem 1njurious to 
their Country, the very Deſign of 
their Election is fruſtrated, and con- 
ſequently the Kingdom cannot have 
a conſtitutional Parliament. 

Now, Sir, it is by no Means to 
be ſuppoſed, that Ireland could be ſo 


fully repreſented as at preſent; the 
Number of her Lords of Parlia- 


ment, and of her Commons, would 


be conſiderably diminiſhed; ſo that 
it would never be a difficult Matter 


for the Miniſter to procure a Majo- 


8 rity of the Engliſh and Scotch in 
both Houſes, to over-rule the Iriſh; 


let 


rt 

let me ſuppoſe then, that a Matter 
relative to Ireland was to be intro- 
duced, and every 1ri/h Peer, and 
every Tri iſh Commoner, to object 
thereto, would it not be poſſible to 
carry it in their Defiance? Certainly 
it would: thus, then, their Repre- 
ſentation becomes a Matter of mere 
Form, and the honeſt Hibernians 
are reduced to the miſerable Ne- 
ceſſity of becoming Slaves even 
while they wear the Mas of Liberty. 
How gloomy ! how dreadful the 
Idea: 
A Majority of alien Members may 
impoſe what Taxes they pleaſe on 
that unhappy Land, and the truly 
noble Maxim of Edward the Firſt, 
ue ad omnes pertinent ab omnibus 
debent traclar. - muſt be buried in 
Oblivion, together with the Liber- 
ties of the People of Ireland. 

Tu wid ta 
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Now; Sir, if contrary to the Will 
ef a Majority of 1r;/þ Peers, and 
 1riſh Commoners, Ireland MAY be 
taxed by a ſuperior Majority of En9- 
#/ and Scorch Nobles, and Com- 
moners, Ireland can never be ſaid to 
be pozently repreſented, that is, re- 
preſented in ſuch a Manner as to be 
able to reject what the Repreſenta- 
tives of that Kingdom in their Wiſ⸗ 
dom ſhall think improper: Even 
though no ſuch Caſe was ever to 
happen, where the Iriſh Party ſhould 
be over-ruled, yet, Sir, the Pogibi- 
lity exiſts, and while the Poſſibility 
exiſts, the Parliament is UNCON 
STITUTIONAL. | 
Mr. Locke ſays, Sir, that a Man 
who is ſhut up in a Room, ignorant 
of his Confinement, and no way 
deſirous to depart, is not at Liberty; 
becauſe, had he the Inclination, he 
T nm © 18 


E 
is deprived of the Power. So, Sir, 
I think we may conclude, that 
where there is a Poſſi 1hility, were the 
Repreſentatives of Ireland deſirous 
to reject a Meaſure, that Hat very 
Meaſure might. be carried in their 
Defiance, thoſe Repreſentatives have 
not the PowER to reject, conſe- 
quently the Parliament can not be 
conſtitutional. : 
Now, Sir, Ireland to be free muſt 
be conſtitutionally repreſented, ” 
Ireland by an Union can Nor be 
con/titutionally repreſented, 
Conſequently by an Union Ire- 
Jand can NOT BE FREE, 
And if not free ſhe muſt be- 
come the Seat of Slaves, dependent 
upon Britih Miniſters and Britiſh 
Councils for Support —1 ſhudder at 
the Idea! 
Sir, Gentlemen compare an Union 
between Great-Britain and Ireland 
3 to 
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to the Union with Scotland; and 
they ſeem to think, what was ſo 
much for the Benefit of the one, 
cannot be injurious to the Intereſts 

of the other. 
I grant, Sir, a Similarity of Cauſes 
will produce a fimilar Effect; but, 
Sir, the leaſt Diverſity ought to be 
carefully examined. | 
| Now, Sir, I ſhall beg Leave to 
mention the Reaſons laid down by 


a Northern Writer, why the Union 


was advantageous to Scotland, in 


order to ſhew, that in the preſent 


Caſe they cannot exiſt. 


In Scotland,” ſays he, we had 


« little or no Commerce“ pleaſe to 
obſerve, little or no Commerce; the 
Land Property was engroſſed by the 
Nobility, and it cotinued to remain 
ſo as long as we had Parliaments; 
the lame Cauſe which raiſed the 

B 2 Commons 
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Commons in England, in Scotland 


depreſſed them; beſide, the Lords 
and Commons fat in one Houſe, and 
the Nation, carried away by the 
Splendor of the former, loſt Sight of 
their own Repreſentatives, while the 
Repreſentatives themſelves, impoſed 
on by the ſame Splendor, loſt the 
Idea of their own Importance. The 
Commons could ſet up no Diſ- 
tinction of Rights and Priviledges 
in a ſingle Body, of which they 


only made a Part, and not favoured 


by the People, they would not fa- 
vour the People in return; the 
Number of Scotch Electors was in- 


ſignificant, ſcarcely amounting to 
Three Thouſand Voters, and the 


Conſtitution of Scotland, till incor- 


porated with that of England, was 


a Mixture of Monarchy and Oligar- 
chy, the Nation conſiſting of an 
| =: Oligarchy, 


1 
Oligarchy, without the Priviledge of 
electing their own Repreſentatives, 
of a Gentry indeed intitled to re- 


preſent by Election, but unable to 


ſerve the Nation, and of a Nobility 
Which opprefled one and deſpiſed 
both; but now,” he concludes, © the 


Union with England has given other 
Rights to our Part of the Legiſla- 


ture, has ſettled us upon that juſt 
Poiſe which has rendered the Con- 
ſtitution of England the Wonder of 
Mankind. * 


Such are the Words of Mr. Dal- | 


rymple, who, in his excellent Trea- 
tiſe on Tenures, demonſtrates his 


Knowledge not only of the imme- 


diate State of that Kingdom, but 
alſo of its primitive Exiſtence and 
gradual Progreſs. 3 
Let us now, Sir, make a Compa- 
riſon between the State of the two 


13 Kingdoms, 


Kingdoms, Scotland and Ireland, and 
ſee if the ſame Reaſons which ren- 
dered an Union with Great-Britain 
advantageous to the former, hold 
equal Sway with 3 to the 
latter. 
In Scotland, Sir, there was little 
or no Commerce; Ireland is a Place 
of Trade: in Scotland the Land 
Property was engroſſed by the No- 
bles; in Ireland it is divided among 
the Gentry: in Scotland the Peers and 
Commons ſat together; in Ireland 
they have ſeparate Houſes and ſe- 
parate Priviledges: in Scotland there 
were but Three Thouſand Voters; 
in Ireland the Electors for the 
County and City of Dublin alone 
exceed that Number. Thus, then, 
While Scotland was a Mixture of 
Monarchy and Oligarchy, Ireland is 
an happy Junction of Monarchy, 
Ariſtocracy, and Democracy; from 
whence 


1 

whence as from different Springs 
running through diſtin& and regu- 
lar Courſes, the Streams of Free- 
dom flow, till they unite at length 
in the one common Flood of CON- 
STITUTIONAL LIBERTY. 
From hence it is plain, Sir, that 
Scotland by an Union became beter 
repreſented; that Ireland by the 
ſame Meaſure would be conſiderably 
wWor/e. 

Let us now conſider, Sir, whether 
an Union would not injure Ireland 
with reſpect to its DIGNITY as a 
Nation. 

Having already ſeen, Sir, that it 
is improbable the Trader worded, and 
impoſſible the practiſing Lawyer 
could, become a Repreſentative in 
Parliament, that Office muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be filled by Gentlemen of large 
Eſtates, who, as ſoon as elected, con- 
ſign the Care of thoſe Eſtates per- 
haps to avaricious Agents, who har- 
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raſs the poor, but induſtrious 


- Tenant, by exorbitant Rents, while 
they beſtow Leaſes at an inſigni- 


ficant Price to their own needy Fol- 
lowers, to the flagrant Oppreſſion 


of many worthy and reputable Far- 
mers, and to the manifeſt Degrada- 


tion of their Maſters Honour. 
Beſides, Sir, what a Drain of Caſh 


mult the Kingdom by this Means 


ſuffer! and Gentlemen poſſeſſed of 
large Eſtates, ſpending their whole 
Income in another Country, has 


been deemed ſo great a Hardſhip, 
that the Legnlature of Ireland has 


more than once had in Contem- 

plation to relieve it by a Tax on 

the Abſentee. 
Here, Sir, is an Evil, an acknow- 


iedged Evil, which inſtead of at- 


tempting to reſtrain, muſt be conſi- 
derably augmented ; for ſure it 
would 
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would be equally abſurd and un- 
grateful to ſend Gentlemen out of 
their Country about the Buſineſs of 
the Nation, and hen to tax them 
for their Abſence. 

Beſides, Sir, the Nobles and of 
tated Gentlemen departed, Genius 
would clap her Wings and fly from 
the deſerted Land: not only Men 

of Fortune, Sir, but Men who rely 
upon their Abilities to acquire a 
Fortune, would deſert Hibernia, 
as a Place not calculated for their 


Purſuits, Fond of baſking in the 


Sun-ſhine of Power, and deriving 
Animal Heat from their Vicinity to 
a Court, they would haſte to Eng- 
land, and hapleſs Ireland, once uni- 
verſally admired for the Eloquence 
of her Orators, —the Wiſdom of her 
Divines,—the Ability of her Law- 
Pers, —and the Bravery of her 
Warrior 8.— 


[ 26 } 


Warriors,—would become at beſt 


the Compting-Houſe of the Merchant, 


and the Shop of the Mechanic. 


I know it may be ſaid, Sir, that 


while Ireland conſiſts of Merchants 


'and Mechanics, ſhe muſt have 
Wealth; and while ſhe has Wealth 
ſhe will have no Reaſon to com- 


plain; and I acknowledge indeed, 


* Sir, that ſuch Men are of the greateſt 
Utility; but though I allow, Sir, the 


Work of the Carpenter gives Stabi- 
lity to the Manſion, I cannot but 
admire the elegant Taſte of the 


Sculptor, which renders beautifully 


ornamental what the former had 
calculated for Uſe. a 
Arts and Sciences, Sir, are both 


neceſſary to ſupport the Dignity of 


a Nation; and of the latter, Ireland, 
when robbed of her Parliament, can 


never be * 


But, 
5 : 


I 


But, Sir, no Miniſter can wiſh for 


an Union but with a determined 


Reſolution to fade Ireland, to de- 
ſtroy her Conſtitution, by injuring 
the Parts, to ruin the Symmetry, and 
in the End to overturn the Whole. 
Sir, there are but two Cauſes 
which could ever make an honeſt 
Miniſter deſire an Union: firſt, Sir, 
leaſt Ireland having a Parliament of 
her own, ſhould take Advantage of 
her Diſtance from this Country, and 
paſs, by Surprize, Laws ſimilar to 
thoſe in the Reign of Henry VI, dan- 
gerous to the Britiſh Government : 
and the ſecond, Sir, if the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland was obſtinate and 
refractory, thwarting the Will of 
the Miniſter, and refuſing the ne- 
ceſſary Supply. | 
Now, Sir, do either of theſe 
Cauſes at preſent exiſt? 
| With 


„ 

With reſpect to the former, Sir, 
it is amply provided againſt by the 
Law called Poynings, which forbids 
the aſſembling of Parliament, ex- 
cept convened by the King's Com- 
mandment and Licence, and which 
further provides, that no Law can 
be enacted in that Kingdom but ſuch 
as receives the Sanction of his Ma- 
jefty and Privy Council of Great- 
Britain. Thus then, Sir, it muſt be 
clear, that no Meaſure can be adopted 
by Surprize, and no Bill paſſed but 
with the Conſent of the Miniſter. 

And now, Sir, to prove that an 
Engliſh Miniſter has every Reaſon 
to rely on the Generoſity of Iriſh Par- 
liaments, let us look back to the 
Conduct of thoſe held under ſome 


of the late Governors. 


In a Time of profound Peace, Sir, 
when all was huth as Nature ſelf 
„„ Had 


12 1 
had ſlept, and the Heart-rejoicing 
Olive bloomed and flouriſhed in 

thoſe happy Iſles, under the Admi- 
niſtration of Lord Townſhend, and 
at the Deſire of Government, the 
Iriſh Parliament reſolved, that twelve 
— Thouſand Men were abſolutely ne- 


=} ceſſary for the Defence of that 


Kingdom; and upon the Royal Pro- 
miſe that bat Number of Men 
ſhould be always in actual Service 
in Ireland, except in Caſes of Inva- 
ſion or Rebellion in Great-Britain, 
they agreed to an Augmentation of 

the Army. 
The next Parliament, Sir, under 
the Adminiſtration of the late Lord 
Harcourt, upon a Meſſage from his 
Majeſty, and a Motion made by a 
Right Honourable Baronet, now a 
Peer of the Realm, ſeconded by Mr. 
Helen, now one of the Judges of 
| 2 the 
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the Common Pleas, agreed to lend 
the Miniſter four Thouſand of our 
Troops. Such, Sir, was their Acqui- 
eſcence to the Deſires of Govern- 
ment, that in a Time of Danger, 
when American Privateers had wa- 
tered in our Ports, and were cruiz- 
ing in our Channel, the Parliament 
of Ireland judged eight Thouſand 
Men /uficient to protect what, in a 
Time of perfect Tranquillity, twelve 
Thouſand were declared neceſſary 
to defend. 

The fame Partiament, Sir, obliged 
Lord Harcourt by the Stamp Act; a 
Law the moſt grievous and ns 
triotic that ever the Iriſh 4 | 
agreed to. 

So much for the two laſt Parlia- 
ments; now, Sir, let us ſee the Com- | 
plexion of the preſent one. 

As ſoon, Sir, as the French Am- 
baſlador had delivered his Reſcript 


0D 
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to Lord Weymouth, Mr. Daly an- 


ticipated the Wiſhes of the Miniſter: _ 


that Gentleman, Sir, adored for his 


noble and independant Principles, 


and one of the Leaders of the Op- 
poſition, as it is v#/garly termed, 
moved an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
full of the moſt affectionate Pro- 
feſſions, and offering every Aſ- 
ſiſtance poſſible to ſupport the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of the Houſe of 
Hanover upon the Britiſn Throne. 


This Addreſs, Sir, not propoſed 


by the Creature of the Miniſter, or 
the Micial Servant of the Crown, 
but by a Gentleman whoſe Cha- 


racter was without Blemiſh, and 


on ͤ whoſe INTEGRITY his Country 
might depend; I ſay, Sir, this Addreſs 
was unanimouſly carried in the Com- 
mons, and ſent up to the Lords for 
their Concurrence; the Zeal, Sir, of 

that 


— 
* 

| 

1 
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that right honourable Houſe was ſo 
great, that Lord Mount Morres and 
Lord Carisford diſputed whe. ſhould 
move the Peers to agree therein; 
the Motion, Sir, was made by Lord 
Mount Morres, and carried without 
a diflentient Voice. 
They ſhewed their Affection not 
by Words alone; Words may de- 
_ ceive, Sir, but Actions never can, 
and that very Seſſions they voted 
Government an additional Loan of 
Three Hundred Thouſand Pounds; 
if, Sir, that Loan was not filled, it 
only ſhews that the Loyalty of 
the Iriſh out-ran their Ability, 
and you muſt lament that your 
impolitic Reſtrictions on our Trade 
prevented us from beflowing the 
Aſſiſtance we were ſo wilt to 
afford. 

Is this then a Parliament you 
would annihilate? 

Is 


L080 


Is it for ſuch Conduct you would 


utterly deſtroy it? Does not ſound 
Policy negative the Thought? Is not 
true Gratitude ſhocked at the Idea? 
When, Sir, an Engliſh Miniſter 
ſhall deſire an Union, a Land-Tax, 
or other Hydra-headed Evil, muſt be 
in Contemplation, too black to hope 


for Succeſs by any other Method 


than that of uniting a few 1r//Þ 
Members amongſt a Majority of 
Men, Strangers to the Country, ig- 


norant of her Intereſts, devoted to 


the Meaſures of Government, and 
regardleſs who are taxed fo the Bur- 


then does not fall on their ows im- 


mediate Conſtituents: when Ireland 
is thus compelled to vote away her 
Liberties and Property by alien 
Members, her Harp will be 4nzuned, 


and Diſcord be the Sound at every 


Touch. T: oY 
C And 
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And now, Sir, let us conſider 
whether it would not be injurious 5 
to Great-Britain : whether it would 
not nerve the Arm of the Miniſter 
and enable him to enſlaue this 

Country alſo. 
1 , Thg great Foundation of Britiſh | 
Liberty, Sir, is that Dependence 
which the Miniſter muſt have for 
Support on the Generoſity of the 
People; when he becomes obnoxious 
to them, when once he adopts Mea- 


ſures contrary to their Deſires, they _ 


. refuſe him Supplies, and conſe- 
quently compel him to act agreeable 
to their Directions. If once then a 
rapacious Tool gets the Aſcendency 
over you; if by any Means he is 
enabled to ſecure a Majority in 
Parliament, your Liberty—your 
BOASTED LIBERTY, is then no. 
more. 
| When 
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When J ſay, Sir, if he is able 
to ſecure a Majority, I wiſh to be 
_ underſtood, The Power of the 
Miniſter to beſtow Places and Pen- 
ſions, may obtain him a Majority in 
a few Seffions ; but remember, that 
at a general Election you have al- 
ways Power to return independent 
Men; if you return others, you, and 

you only, are to blame. * 
Should an Union take place, let 
us ſee, Sir, what may be the Event: 


you will become liable to be taxed 


by alien Members; that is, Sir, by 
Members whom you do not return, 
in whoſe Election you have no In- 
tereſt, and over whom you cannot 
have any Influence; your Repreſen- 


tation will be unconſtitutional, and 


conſequently your Liberty as Britons 
will no longer exit. 

There are at preſent, Sir, many 
Scorch Members in your Parlia- 
C 2 ment, 


. 
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ment, join Jriſb to thoſe, and trem- 
ble at the Event; the former, Sir, I 
have proved, had never any Liber- 
ty *. I am forry, Sir, I have given 

Offence, I meant none, —1 came to 
aSociety of free Debate, and thought 
I ihould be indulged with Freedom 
of Speech. I hope, Sir, no Man 
will imagine me capable of national 
Reflections; there are many Gentle- 
men of Scotland whom I ſincerely 
eſteem; but, Sir, what I /a:d I now 
gert from the Authority of one of 
their own Writers; it appears their 
Parliament was not conſtitutionally 
Free; and ſurely Gentlemen will al- 
low, that a Man can never eſtimate, 
at its real Value, a Jewel, of which 
he was zever poflefled t. 


* Here ſome of the Company gave Signs of Diſap- 
prol-atton, but the Majority of the Company ap- 
plaudad. 


1 This was recetv os with e Applauſe. 
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I fay, Sir, ſuppoſe the Scotch 
Members, who in their preſent fee- 
dle Repreſentation, enjoy Liberties 
till now unknown; and ſuppoſe 
Inſhmen, who being once poſſeſſed 
of conſtitutional Liberty, could 
meanly relinquiſh it; and will you 
ſuppoſe ſuch Perſons proper Guardi- 
ans for your Rights and Priviledges? 
ſurely no; if they relinquiſh their 
0701 Prerogative, they never will be 
Preſervers of yours; join theſe, I ſay, 
with ſach Britiſh Members as Ava- 
rice may ſecure, or Ambition de- 
lade, and ſay if your Liberties are 
then ſecure; then, Sir, and /þeedily 
Zhen, will the Prophecy of the learn- 
ed Monteſquieu be fulfilled, who 
has declared, that England in the 
Courſe of Things MusT loſe her 
Liberty; and when ſhe does, ſne 
will be a greater Slave than any of 
her Neighbours. - 
1 But, 


* 1 
But, Sir, was an Union to be de- 
ſired, was it a Meaſure beneficial 
to both Kingdoms, yet, Sir, at this 
particular Criſis, it muſt be injurious 
to both; becauſe it might tend to 
create Suſpicions in the Breaſts of 
the Iriſh, might rouſe them to Re- 
bellion, and plunge the Sword of 
War once more into a Brother's 
' Breaſt. - [Here the Preſident ac- 
quainted the Speaker, that the Time 
limited by the Rules of the Society for 
a Gentleman to. ſpeak, was fifteen 
Minutes, and that he had indulged 
bim with near an Hour; notwith- 
landing a Cry of“ go on” almoft uni- 
 wer/al, the Speaker paid Obedience to 
\ the Didlates of the Chair, and. ſat 
down. The following Sentences are 
hat he meant to have added.] 
Innovations in Government are 
always hazardous, and often at- 
tended. 


— 
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' tended with the moſt fatal Effects; 


the Struggles of the People to eſ- 


tabliſh a Republic raiſed a Civil War, 


and ſtained the Scaffold even with 


Royal Blood; while, on the other 
hand, an Attempt of Arbitrary Power 


loſt the unfortunate James and his 


Family the Crown of England. 


But I need not go ſo far back into 


_ Hiſtory : it was the Attempt to in- 


novate the Government of the Co- 
lonies that hath let Slaughter looſe - 
in America, and hath “ frighted the 


Britiſh Iſle from her Propriety.“ 


If ever the Attempt is to be made, 
it ſhould be when we have Peace 
Abroad and Harmony at Home. 

But, Britons, as you regard your 
own Liberties, be tender of ours; and 


as you value your own happy Con- 
ſtitution, infringe not QURs; but, in- 


ſpired with true and patriotic Fire, 
. join 


4 
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join with me while in the Fulneſs 
of my Heart, and in the Words of a 
celebrated Writer, I exclaim, Es ro 
PERPETUA, BE IT EVERMORE. 


— 


"I. B. The 2reftion was decided 
againff an Union o a very any 
Majority. 
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